BIBLIOTHEQUE ALLARD REGIONAL LIBRARY

POLICY

POLICY STATEMENT

Bibliothéque Allard Regional/Victoria Beach Branch public library delivers public
library services providing informational, educational, recreational and cultural
enrichment opportunities to enhance the lives of all library users. As part of its
commitment as an information service provider, the Library offers access to a broad
range of resources and services. The Libraries are pleased to provide public Internet
access connecting individuals to the World Wide Web and vast global resources.

While the Internet is a valuable tool, it is imperative for users to be aware that the Internet
is an unregulated network of resources. As with printed information, not all sources on
the Internet provide accurate, complete, or current information. Users must bring the
same critical thinking to Internet resources as with printed resources.

The Internet and its resources may contain material of a controversial or mature nature.
The Library neither censors access to materials nor protects users from information they
find offensive.

The Library is a public place used by people of diverse background and ages. There are
sites on the Internet inappropriate for viewing in a public setting. Library staff reserve
the right to end Internet sessions when such material is displayed.

As with other library materials and services, children’s access to the Internet is the
responsibility of parents or guardians. The Library reserves the right to review patterns
of use of the library’s public computers in order to ensure Library policies and procedures
are being adhered to. If misuse of the computer or Internet service is evident, library
privileges can be suspended.

The Library, in providing access to the Internet, is providing a privilege, not a right.
Users must respect the purpose for which the service is provided. The Internet user is
responsible for his/her actions and activity.

The Library is for everyone and material that may be offensive to others is not an
acceptable use of the Internet station. Searching, viewing, uploading or retrieving
sexually explicit, profane, violence-promoting, gambling, or illegal materials are
prohibited.

Installing personal software, downloading software and/or media, playing games or using
other interactive sites such as chats are not allowed unless specifically authorized by a
Librarian.



Examples of unacceptable use on the Internet:
Engaging in any illegal activity or unauthorized acts, including:

Violating copyright or contractual obligations;

Degrading or disrupting equipment or system performance;

Wastefully using finite resources;

Vandalizing the data of another user

Gaining unauthorized access to resources or entities; invading the privacy of
individuals

e Posting personal communications without the author’s consent

e Posting anonymous messages or engaging in harassment on the Internet.

Inappropriate conduct on the Internet will result in immediate suspension of Library
privileges, including entry into the Library. Illegal activities can result in charges being
filed with the RCMP and indefinite loss of library privileges at the discretion of the
Library Board. Privileges may be reinstated if the individual(s) submit a written request
to the Library Board agreeing to follow the library regulations.

Free Internet access is available at both library branches.



